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 Mid 1800s Asians immigrated to the United States  

 In Salinas, they worked mostly in Agriculture and on 
building the Railroad   

 1882- Chinese Exclusion Act 

 1913- The Californian Alien Land Laws restricted 
ownership of land  

“Chinatown sprung 

up to house and 

serve Chinese 

farmers who came 

to harvest wheat in 

the late 1860’s” – 

Salinas Californian 



• 1926- The Salinas Buddhist temple 

• -The Filipino Community Church 

•  1937- The Salinas Confucius Church 

“From the turn of the century 
to the 1940s, Chinatown was a 
bustling business district with 
Chinese markets, cafes and 
families living up and down 
Soledad Street.” – Salinas 
Californian 



• 1943- Chinese Exclusion act is lifted 
• Asian in the US could now own property 
• As other opportunities opened up elsewhere, many 

community members left  
 

 
“Once the Chinese exclusion act was 
repealed in 1943 and alien land laws 
were abolished in 1952, families 
started drifting away from 
Chinatown to other parts of town or 
to other cities” - Salinas Californian 

“Little by little, people just moved away” 
 – Community member Wally Ahtye as 

quoted by the Salinas Californian  



 As the Asian community left, Chinatown filled with bars and 
clubs that entertained the soldiers from Fort Ord 

 In the late 1960s Salinas redeveloped downtown Salinas, the 
section of Salinas that is on the other side of the train tracks 
from Chinatown 

 With the redevelopment of Old Town, the city pushed the 
homeless population into Chinatown    

“Each day thousands of motorists pass 

under the Main Street bridge, driving 

within several hundred feet of this pocket 

of blight. Probably few give it a second 

thought- if they even realize it’s here.” – 

Salinas Californian  



• 1959- Victory Mission opens on Soledad Street  

• 1985- Swinging Door moves to Soledad Street 

• 1994- Franciscan Workers, in partnership with Buddhist 
Temple, move The Swinging Door to the Green Gold Inn 
(30 Soledad Street) 

• 1994- Swinging Door transforms to Dorothy’s Place 

• 2006- Soledad Street. Unity Garden and Learning 
Center open 

“For an estimated 200 homeless and 

low-income people who rely on 

Dorothy’s by day and Victory mission 

by night, this is home by default.”- 

Salinas Californian  



 1961- Federal Program of Urban renewal demolished several 
buildings in Chinatown 

 1987- Crack down on drug and sex crimes by Salinas Police   

 1992- Salinas City Council voted to make Soledad St. one way  

 2005- CSUMB and Chinatown stakeholders formed 
partnership for renewal 

 Present day – Revitalization continues…. 



 Abandoned buildings 
 Center for drugs and prostitution 
 In 2007 there were 3,766 homeless in Monterey County 
 48%  live in Salinas  

“Several auto repair shops and other blue 

collar businesses are on its outskirts, and 

Soledad Street has no open businesses at all” 
-Salinas Californian  





• The Learning Center offers:  
• A safe place where people can get off the street 
• Free internet access 
• Free phone 
• Free fax machine 
• Printing services 
• Great classes covering a range of self-help and 

enrichment topics 
• Counseling services and social provision support 

 



 Goal : “alleviate poverty through enhancing local food 
systems and developing public green space 

 People involved: CSUMB Project Coordinator, Learning 
Center Staff and local volunteers  



 Garden  Work: Harvesting vegetables, sowing seeds, 
watering plants, amending raised beds 

 Natural Building: Build and repair straw bale tool 
shed and “cobb benches” 



 Goal: Showcase Asian immigration and influence in Salinas 
and Monterey County region 

 People Involved: CSUMB Project Coordinator and Asian 
community leaders and other vested partners   

 



 

 Collecting: Collect video and audio oral histories 

 Design: Support the work of the Asian Cultural 
Experience (ACE) action team in their project design 

  Secure funds: for construction and participate in the 
build-out of the Cultural Museum on Soledad Street 
 

 



 Goal: to identify social service needs of persons in the 
Chinatown neighborhood and support CHAT in the design 
and resource procurement for the construction of a One-
Stop Social Service Center 

 People involved: CSUMB Project Coordinator, the Homeless 
Coalition, social service providers, community members and 
other interested persons in human service delivery 



 Goal: To create a safe space for anyone and everyone to 
experience love. Often the people who come to Dorothy’s 
have experienced various forms of oppression and/or 
marginalization; without anywhere to go or anyone to turn 
to, they are sent to the streets. Volunteers/staff aim to 
establish a place for those who broken and to show them that 
they are not beyond loving or caring for. 

 People Involved:  Students will be working with the staff of 
Dorothy’s and with homeless individuals, those with 
addictions, and those who are in a challenged socioeconomic 
position. 
 

 



 Serve: Preparing and serving food and cleaning the 
kitchen 

 Organize: The day room by expediting laundry and 
showers, checking in donations, handing out toilettes and 
other tasks as appropriate.  

 Build Relationships: Interacting and being present to the 
clients of Dorothy’s.  

 



 Goal: To support the lives of homeless men and 
women through a Christian-based shelter 

 People Involved: Victory Mission staff, the faith-
based community and community volunteers 





 To secure your safety  

 So you and your site supervisor and the staff of your site 
are on the same page 

 So you have the ability to go into ANY neighborhood 
and know how to protect yourself, others, and your 
belongings   



 Registered Sex Offenders 17  

 Drugs Violations: 4  

 Traffic Violations: 3 

 Theft: 1 

 Robbery: 1 

 Assault: 1 

 Other: 5  

 



 Have your keys ready prior to walking to your car 

 Leave in pairs whenever possible 

 Have someone walk you to your car 

 Look inside before getting in 

 Lock your doors once inside 

 Keep valuables out of site 

 Park in a highly visible area 



 DON’T remain in a situation that makes you feel uncomfortable 

 DON’T be on Soledad St. alone or go unsupervised after your service hours  

 DON’T share personal information such as home address or phone number  

 DON’T pretend to be someone you are not 

 DON’T wear revealing clothing or openly display items of value 

 DON’T carry weapons 

 DON’T hold anyone else’s items  

 DON’T interfere with disputes on the streets 

 DON’T sneak up on people  

 DON’T pressure anyone to accept information or push them to change  

 DON’T stare at people or situations  

 DON’T enter personal relationships with people you serve 

 DON’T tolerate discriminated actions against other people 

 DON’T offer rides or accept rides from people in the neighborhood   

  



 Do return to the Leaning Center if you feel in danger 

 Be aware of your surroundings  

 Listen as well as watch 

 DO ask for permission to take pictures of people  

 DO dress casually and comfortably 

 DO wear safe, comfortable, closed-toed shoes 

 DO be yourself 

 DO maintain confidentiality 

 Leave valuables and large sums of money at home 

 DO report any suspicious activity to your site supervisor  

 



As a rule, we do our very best to NOT involve the police in our 
work as that tends to create distrust amongst our clientele. 
Therefore, it is always best to try to resolve any presenting issue 
without police intervention. However, there are times when it 
is appropriate to call 911. Furthermore, in most cases, Project 
staff should generate those calls whenever possible.  
 
Call 911 if: 
 You, your coworkers, and/or clients are in danger of being 

harmed by someone and you cannot resolve the situation 
 Someone asks you to call 911 and gives you clear and obvious 

reasons for doing so 
 
 



• In an EMERGENCY always call 9-1-1 
• To reach the Salinas Police 24-hour non-emergency 

directly,  
  

 call 831) 758-7321 







***If you have questions, feel free to contact 
Chinatown Renewal Project  Coordinator, 

Jeffrey Lehner at jlehner@csumb.edu or (831) 
770-1700 

mailto:jlehner@csumb.edu




 Questions: If you have any questions on who to contact, how 
many hours you need to complete, or any other questions 
about your service make sure to ask your professor or call the 
site directly. 

 Please: do not show up to the site unannounced and expect 
that you will be chosen to serve there. An interview must be 
setup first to decide if you are right for the site.  

 Deadlines: It is always best to contact your service partner as 
SOON as possible. Many have deadlines for when you can 
start, or a certain amount of students they accept. 



 Make sure to bring when you are invited to the site: 
 a) Completed Safety Quiz  
 b) Personal Calendar 
 c) SL Learning Agreement (which you will receive in 

class or you can download at: 
https://csumb.edu/sites/default/files/images/st-block-194-
1474583376558-raw-learningagreement.pdf 

 d) SL Time Sheet (which you will receive in class or you 
can download at: <myslp.csumb.edu> 



Step 7: Start your Service 
Remember to complete your SL hour log  

every time you serve at our site. 

Step 8: Make sure to register with your site at “MySLP”: 
<myslp.csumb.edu> 



If you have any 
questions, concerns or 
comments feel free to 

contact:  
Any Service Learning Staff or Faculty at: 

(831) 582-3644 


